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IS CONGRESSIONAL CTA WATCHDOG NEEDED?

VALIER CRONKITE: Today's report on the CIA. The Central
Intelligence Agency is top dog among U. 8. intelllpgence groups, and
nowadays it's alsc a big name in the paperhack ficuicn incustry.
Evor since l%s establishment after Wordd War IT, the CIA hag boen
gonerel whipplng boy from all sides. For instance, & CIA wan vho
wents more powors for his agency says forwor divector Allon Dullos
ran a happy ship; John McCone, he 8ays, ran a taut ship, while the
pregent boss, retired Admiral William Raborn, runs a sinking saip.

The public concern is more Troquently expressod by those who
distrust the frece-wheeling activitics of the agency, which operates
wlth huge and scemingly unlimitoed funds. Thoy charge the CIA acts
as a king maler, even sotting foreign policy--a functlion that's
supposed 1  be the prerogative of the President of the mlted
States.

Over the years, it's also boon charged that the CIA prowcted
a right-wing revolutlon in Guatemala, intoervened in the internal
affairs of Egypt--ond alwost every othor nation, friend, enemy and
non-allgned. The Agency took 2 wajor share of tho bleme fop tho
fallure of the disastrous Bay of Plgs invasion, There have bosn
persistent reporis of conflict between the CIA and U. S, swbassae
dors in such important capitals as Salgon. The U. Se Stabe
Department recently denled, and then later was forced to with draw
its donlal, that the CIA had offered & throe willion dollar bribo

to the Prime Ministor of Singapore, to cover up an uwasuccegaful
CIA opsration.

The Frenchi presgs, which sces the hand of tho CIA in virtually
every intermational scandal, is now connecting 1t with the kidnap-
ping and probable wurder of Rcn Barka, the exlled Morroecan leader,

And now, once again, wewbors of Congroas aro calling for a
closer suporvision of the CIA., A piresent, a special subcommittee
from the Appropriations and Armed Services Committees of the
Sermte keops iInformal watch over the organization.
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Senafior Eugene MeCarthy, of Mimnosota, wants & spocial
Foreign Relatims svbcowmittioe cstabllished to make & full and
cowplote study of the affects of CIA operations on thls country's
Toreign relations., Ohlo's Sonator Stophen Young wants a joint
House=-3enate commitice sot up on a pormanent basls, to act as
permanent overseer of the CIA.

I L

No one doubts the need for 8 Central Intelligence Agency in
the context of our confused world today, and the cold war. And
there seems to be little reason to doubt that it wust oporate with
great discretion, in tho shadows of international events, that the
area of operatlon for the CIA is intelligence, which meana collect-
Int and poasibly ovaluating inforwation.

The organizatlon deoos not have & mandate to tamwper with aventvs,
and Congressional supervision way be necoszary to forestall such
1llegal activity. If there were a descision tha% the Agency should
operato as an undercover wing ol the arwmed foreces, and/or Shate
Department, that decision should be madse known and aunthorized by
the Congreass,.
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